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Oral Health Education of  
Non-Dental Providers 





For most disciplines, less than 1 in 4 
program directors were satisfied with 
the OH competence of their trainees 
at the time of graduation. 
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Geriatric Oral Health Teaching by Discipline Type 



1st Conclusion 

• 111 million people won’t see a dentist this 
year including 30+ million seniors 

• Medical providers have not been trained well 
enough to address this, yet… 



As we get the dental  
Medicare benefit… 

a few programs that can help 



Dine with Dentists 
Topics covered 
• HPV and Oral Cancer 
• Opioid Crisis 
• Working Together 
• Easy to do geriatric 

theme 



Evaluation 
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• Reps from: 
– ENT, Oncology, OB/GYN, 

Geriatrics 
– Primary Care – Fam Med, 

Peds, Medicine 
– Dentistry – MDS, HSDM, 

Medicaid 
• Projects: 

– updates of oral health for MDs 
(e.g. geriatric OH messaging) 

– ED-Dental collaboration 
– State wide survey 
– Video and public messaging 



State Level Advocacy 

• Oral Health Coalition 
(only one in the US) 



 



2nd Conclusion 

• Addressing senior oral health will take more 
than a dental benefit in Medicare…look at 
Medicaid 

• We need to use creative approaches to bring 
medical-dental together 



Last but not least… 

• My patients stories 
– Edentulous - Marie 
– Pre/post dentures - Jim 
– Affect on nutrition, emotion, confidence… 



Thank You! 
Hugh Silk, MD, MPH hughsilk@umassmed.edu  

https://cipcoh.hsdm.harvard.edu  

mailto:hughsilk@umassmed.edu
https://cipcoh.hsdm.harvard.edu/

	Medicare without Oral Health Coverage:�Stories from the Front Lines
	Disclosure
	�� 
	Oral Health Education of �Non-Dental Providers
	Slide Number 5
	Slide Number 6
	Slide Number 7
	1st Conclusion
	As we get the dental �Medicare benefit…�a few programs that can help
	Dine with Dentists
	Evaluation
	MD/DOs								Dentists
	Slide Number 13
	State Level Advocacy
	Slide Number 15
	2nd Conclusion
	Last but not least…
	Thank You!

